
PINCKNEY COMMUNITY PUBLIC LIBRARY HYBRID BOARD MEETING 
MARCH 25, 2026 

9:00 AM 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER AT 9:01 am 
Present: Kate Pratt, President; Shelly Wagnitz, Vice-President; Kate Robertson, Treasurer; Patti Nicholson, 
Secretary; Judy Wismont, Trustee; Hope Siasoco, Director; Michelle Lewis, Plante-Moran; Katie Alestra, Plante-
Moran; Anne Seurynck, Foster Swift Collins & Smith; Emily Cogswell, Putnam Township Deputy Clerk 
 
President’s Announcement regarding Public Comment Section 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Note: Public Comment for this hybrid meeting is made available in advance of the meeting through this publicly 
available Google Document: https://forms.gle/JbZBfHEmfhJqgp8R7or email: hsiasoco@pinckneylibrary.org or 
during the time of the meeting. 
 
SPECIAL ISSUES 
 2026 Millage Planning – Guest: Anne Seurynck, Library Lawyer, Foster Swift Collins & Smith; Michelle 
Lewis, Library Accountant, Plante Moran, and Emily Cogswell, Putnam Twp Deputy Clerk.  
 
The purpose of the library’s millage is to continue to provide financial stability to the library so services are 
maintained into the future for all who depend on the library. This includes operations, technology, staff, materials, 
and capital spending. Therefore the millage request must yield sufficient funds to cover expenses for the duration of 
the millage.  Discussion ensued regarding straight renewal of current millage versus requesting additional millage 
for Headlee Amendment recapture. The current millage was set at 1.422 mills in 2020. A straight renewal would 
equal 1.3895 mills after Headlee reduction. Up to 0.5 additional millage may be requested to recapture Headlee.  
 
 Millage Options—from Foster Swift 16 Mar 2026—Millage Options Chart   
The board reviewed a chart provided by our attorney Anne Seurynck showing multiple millage rates and resulting 
expected funds each rate would yield (including expected inflation rates of 2.8%). The library’s accountant Michelle 
Lewis states that the current budget is very close to zero fund balance at the end of the year. She recommended 
the library build up a small fund balance reserve over the next few years. Discussion ensued regarding specific 
millage amounts, what the yield would be for each and expected expenses in the next eight years.  
 
Kate Robertson made a motion to direct the library’s attorney to draft ballot language for the August 2026 ballot 
requesting 1.75 mills. Kate Pratt seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 
 Judy Wismont: aye 
 Kate Robertson: aye 
 Kate Pratt: aye 
 Shelly Wagnitz: aye 
 Patti Nicholson: aye 
All approved and motion passed.  
  
 August 2026 Library Millage Ballot Language and Resolution (See attached) 
Patti Nicholson read the proposed resolution and ballot language into the record and signed it. The approved 
resolution and ballot language will be submitted to the Livingston County Clerk for inclusion on the August 2026 
ballot.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding rules public boards must follow leading up to a millage request. No public money to 
be spent on campaigning. Public money may be spent on educational materials only. Any specific questions 
regarding permissible activities should be directed to our lawyer’s office for review.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC none 
 
Kate Robertson made a motion to adjourn and Shelly Wagnitz seconded the motion. All approved and the motion 
passed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT at 10:28 am 
 
Respectfully submitted Patti Nicholson, Board Secretary  
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